The epidemiology of germinal matrix hemorrhage during the first half-day of life.
The personal and maternal characteristics of 27 babies with early-onset germinal matrix hemorrhage (EGMH) were compared with those of 280 babies with normal cranial ultrasonograms, studied in a separate clinical trial. None of the mothers of the babies with EGMH had high blood pressure or pre-eclampsia during pregnancy. Gestational age less than 30 weeks and initial pH less than 7.2 indicated increased risks of EGMH, and maternal receipt of steroids indicated reduced risk of EGMH. Thus prenatal and immediately perinatal factors appear to convey much of the information about the risk of EGMH.